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The First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) acknowledges Gregory Barker 

of Bonaparte Indian Band, for his logo creation for the Ninth Healing Our 

Spirit Worldwide (HOSW). Gregory works in the curriculum department for 

Chief Atahm School, a Secwepemc immersion School in the village of Chase, 

British Columbia (BC), Canada.

WELCOME FROM COLLEEN ERICKSON, 
GOVERNANCE CHAIR, HOSW

Hadih,

This invitation to be a part of the Ninth HOSW Gathering as a sponsor for the 
2023 event provides organizations an opportunity to connect, learn and engage 
with Indigenous people locally and internationally.

The International Indigenous Council for HOSW (IICHOSW) has invited the 
FNHA, First Nations Health Council (FNHC) and First Nations Health Directors 
Association (FNHDA) to join together to bring The Ninth Gathering to Vancouver, 
BC, Canada. The Ninth HOSW will be held from September 11-15, 2023 and 
will bring together Indigenous peoples from around the world. It provides 
the opportunity to share and celebrate the power of our knowledge and our 
wisdom, our stories with pride and purpose, and to foster our relationships and 
understandings. 

HOSW is an Indigenous movement that began in Canada in the 1980s and is 
held every four years in different countries where Indigenous people from 
around the globe gather to share stories, experiences and wisdom around a 
specific theme. The theme for 2023 is “Resiliency through Indigenous Teachings, 
Celebrating Wellness, Health Governance and Nation-Rebuilding.” In 2018, the 
Australia theme was “Our Knowledge, Our Wisdom, Our Promise – For Our 
Grandchildren’s Grandchildren”. In 2015, the New Zealand theme was “Mauri 
Ora” meaning life force, a positive state of being, a continuous energy flow, life, 
good health and vitality. 

We are going to celebrate our resiliency and wellness with our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters from around the world and together learn about each 
other’s governance and nation work toward Reconciliation. As with previous 
Gatherings, the 2023 event will feature keynotes from local and international 
Indigenous experts along with a large range of meaningful presentations and 
workshops on a diverse range of insightful and inspiring topics from across 
the globe.

These sponsorship opportunities could include coffee breaks, opening or 
closing ceremonies, lanyards, or water bottles.  

We look forward to discussing the Ninth Gathering further with you, and hope 
for your support and active engagement leading up to and during the event. 
Please contact marilyn.ota@fnha.ca or (604) 828-1512.

Gregory’s named his creation “Celebrating Resiliency”

• The plant represents a starting point, growth and resilience.
• The mountains represent the obstacles for Indigenous peoples through and through.
• The sun represents a clarity and strength of those that have endured and came out on top.
• The rays are separate, representing the many Indigenous people, from all parts.  

They shine together.
• The togetherness is represented by the circle around the rays.
• The bird represents movement, freedom and strength.

The FNHA lifts our hands up to Gregory for his thoughtful and inspiring work.
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HEALING OUR  
SPIRIT WORLDWIDE 
THE MOVEMENT
The HOSW movement began as one woman’s vision to create an international forum 
and movement focused on the alcohol and drug abuse issues and programs in Indigenous 
communities throughout the global community.

The First Gathering in Edmonton in 1992 attracted people from all parts of the world. 
It continues to bring together Indigenous peoples from around the world to gather and 
celebrate the power of our knowledge and our wisdom, to share our stories with pride 
and purpose and to harness the spirit within and around us.

Over the past 30 years, HOSW has been held in:

2018 Sydney, Australia 
2015 Hamilton, New Zealand 
2010 Oahu, Hawaii 
2006 Edmonton, Canada 
2002 Albuquerque, USA 
1998 Rotorua, Aotearoa (New Zealand) 
1994 Sydney, Australia 
1992 Edmonton, Canada

HOSW brings together thousands of Indigenous leaders and health care professionals to 
share and celebrate the healing power of traditional Indigenous knowledge and cultures. 

The gathering features presentations as well as cultural performances, healing activities 
and entertainment by Indigenous performers.

The gathering is an opportunity for original peoples who have a history of colonial impact 
to share knowledge, wisdom, learning and experiences. These new and old teachings will 
foster relationships, understandings and new opportunities – and in doing so they will 
reinforce our resilience as Indigenous peoples.
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WHY BECOME
 A SPONSOR?

SPONSORSHIP SNAPSHOT

As an event Sponsor, your organization will be highlighted as a leader  

in working with Indigenous people. As a prospective sponsor, we have  

a wide variety of opportunities to maximize your organization’s exposure  

at HOSW 2023. Take the opportunity to foster lasting relationships  

through our unique range of sponsorships.

The Ninth Gathering is extensively promoted throughout Canada, 
Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand, the United States and Hawaii:

• across Indigenous Health Networks
• through email communications to over 2000 previous delegates
• in announcements on HOSW and co-hosts social media channels
• with promotion and links from other related websites and sector 

newsletters
• on a dedicated HOSW page on the Gathering website to acknowledge 

all Sponsors

This Prospectus outlines a wide range of opportunities for organizations 
to be associated with HOSW 2023. However you choose to be involved, 
supporting HOSW 2023 offers the opportunity to raise your organizational 
profile and demonstrate your support for Indigenous people locally and 
internationally.

Raise your organizational 

profile and demonstrate your 

support for Indigenous people 

locally and internationally.
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PROMOTING THE NINTH HEALING 
OUR SPIRIT WORLDWIDE 2023
HOSW is an international Indigenous gathering that is promoted through 
sectors such as health, education, judicial, non-for-profit, government and 
existing Indigenous wellbeing networks. The different promotional avenues 
include but are not limited to:

• Gathering website
• Gathering merchandise
• media relations – advertising, media releases and resulting news stories 
• promotion through co-hosts
• online networks of attending delegates

WHERE OUR 
DELEGATES COME FROM
The Eighth Gathering in Australia had 1091 participants 
from Canada, Aotearoa/New Zealand, United States of 
America, Hawaii, Norway and Nigeria. The delegates were:

• Indigenous people who work directly in Indigenous 
health locally and internationally

• health and wellbeing representative bodies and service 
providers

• specialist health practitioners - local and international
• non-government service providers
• private and corporate providers with a social 

responsibility to outcomes connected to Indigenous 
Australians

• international Indigenous representatives and agencies
• working or volunteering in the legal, education or arts 

sector

RECOGNITION 
OF YOUR SUPPORT
Supporting the Gathering through sponsorship will provide 
your organization with the following key benefits:

• exposure to a relevant audience before, during and 
after the event

• networking opportunities during the Gathering to meet 
with key influencers

• visibility as a strong supporter of health and wellness 
of Indigenous people

• the opportunity to promote you organization

Events of this nature, at all levels, need the support of 
organizations such as yours. In exchange for any form 
of sponsorship or in-kind donation, your organization 
will be showcased through a number of promotional 
opportunities. More importantly, you will be able to 
network and engage with Indigenous people from around 
the world.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

The Ninth HOSW in Vancouver, BC will bring together 

Indigenous people from around the world. The event 

will be held at the Vancouver Convention Centre and we 

are expecting approximately 5000 people. The theme is 

“Celebrating Resiliency”, which honours our Indigenous 

teachings and explores wellness, governance, and self-

determination. 
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KEY EVENTS

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 11

• Opening Ceremonies
• Official Welcoming by xwmәθkwәy’әm (Musqueam), 

Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Sәl’ílwәta /Selilwitulh 
(Tsleil-Waututh) People

• Ticketed Dinner

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 12

• Hosted by the FNHA Vancouver Island Region and 
Australian Indigenous Delegation

• Health Governance and Leader Plenary Panel 
• Australian Indigenous Guest Speaker

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 13

• Hosted by the FNHA Northern Region, United States 
and Hawaiian Indigenous Delegation

• Health Innovation and Transformation Plenary Panel
• Hawaiian/United States Indigenous Guest Speaker

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 14

• Hosted by the FNHA Interior Region and New Zealand 
Indigenous Delegation

• Community Strength and Resilience Plenary Panel
• New Zealand Indigenous Guest Speaker

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15

• Hosted by the FNHA Fraser Salish Region and 
Canadian Indigenous Delegation

• Indigenous Youth and Elder Panel
• Indigenous Youth and Elder Speakers
• Closing Ceremonies

11 12



SPONSORSHIP 
CATEGORIES
In the Indigenous culture, there is no hierarchy 

when we look at our animals, plants or birds. All 

trees, plants and bushes are equal and not one is 

better than other. They all have an importance in 

our lives. 

There are the food plants that provides us roots, nuts, berries or 
seeds to eat; medicinal plants that can be eaten, made into teas or 
poultices; utility plants that provide fuel, wood for buildings, dugouts, 
canoes and totem poles and implements such as paddles, bows, roof 
coverings; and spiritual plants that are used for ceremonies. 

We have chosen plants, bushes or trees that were important to 
Indigenous people and represent each of the 10 provinces and 
three territories in Canada.
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BIRCH SPONSOR 
$150,000+

CEDAR SPONSOR 
$125,000

The most widely distributed of native birches, white birch 
(paper birch, canoe birch) grows in every region of Canada. 
The bark can be used as a yeast starter solution, to prevent 
pests from infiltrating storage bins, and in the building of 
canoes and baskets/containers. The wood can be used 
for making bowls and other tools. The sap can be used as 
sweetener or concentrated into a syrup. The leaves have 
medicinal purposes or can be made into tea. 

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• full page advertisement in program, which may include 
choice of inside front or outside back cover

• recognition on HOSW and FNHA social media channels 
(hashtag #HOSW)

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• one social post and one engagement with sponsor-
generated post per day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo featured on digital signage inside the Vancouver 
Convention Centre 

• table of eight joined by an Indigenous Host 
Representative for dinner on September 11

• ten complimentary registrations
• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• pull-up sign in main plenary room and one in 

Gathering Space (sign to be provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels 

The Cedar tree has many practical and medicinal uses. 
Cedar can be offered to the sacred fire during sweat lodge 
ceremonies, burned during prayers and, when boiled, can 
purify indoor air and be used for cedar baths.iv

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• full page advertisement in program
• recognition on HOSW and FNHA social media channels 

(hashtag #HOSW)

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• one social post and one engagement with sponsor-
generated post per day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo featured on digital signage inside the Vancouver 
Convention Centre 

• table of eight joined by an Indigenous Host 
Representative for dinner on September 11

• eight complimentary registrations
• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• pull-up sign in main plenary room and one in 

Gathering Space (sign to be provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels 
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SOOPOLALLIE SPONSOR 
$100,000

SAGE SPONSOR 
$75,000

The soopolallie is also known as a soapberry, foamberry, 
buffaloberry and bulberry. It grows in every province 
across Canada except Prince Edward Island. These berries 
are high enough in sugar to taste good as a fresh or dried 
fruit (they have the consistency of a raisin when dried) 
and their acidity makes them desirable for wine makers. 
The Nlaka’pamux, St’át’imc, and Secwépemc collect soap 
berries and process them as a soap berry whip, also called 
“Indian Ice cream.” v

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• three-quarter page advertisement in the program
• recognition on HOSW and FNHA social media channels 

(using hashtag #HOSW)

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• one social post and one engagement with sponsor-
generated post per day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo featured on digital signage inside the Vancouver 
Convention Centre 

• table of eight joined by an Indigenous Host 
Representative for dinner on September 11

• seven complimentary registrations
• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• pull-up sign displayed in main plenary room and one in 

Gathering Space (to be provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels 

Sage, depending on the particular Indigenous culture, 
can be used in medicine pouches, spread over the floor 
of a sweat lodge, wrapped around sacred implements, 
or used for healing, purifying people and dwellings, and 
calming.vi

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• three-quarter page advertisement in the program
• recognition on HOSW and FNHA social media channels 

(using hashtag #HOSW)

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• one social post and one engagement with sponsor-
generated post per day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo featured on digital signage inside the Vancouver 
Convention Centre 

• table of eight for dinner on September 11
• six complimentary registrations
• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• pull-up sign displayed in the Gathering Space (to be 

provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels
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BALSAM FIR SPONSOR 
$60,000

CLOUDBERRIES SPONSOR 
$45,000

The balsam fir is one of the most recognizable trees in 
the province of Ontario. It’s tall and narrow and tapers to 
a skinny point at the top. It looks a bit like a church steeple. 
When the tree is young, its bark is covered in sap blisters.vii 
The resin has antiseptic and pain relieving properties. 
The soft inner bark can be dried and ground into flour. 
The needles and twigs can be boiled to make tea.viii 

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• half page advertisement in program
• recognition of Balsam Fir Sponsors on HOSW and 

FNHA social media channels (#HOSW) 

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo featured on digital signage inside Vancouver 
Convention Centre

• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• table of eight for Dinner on September 11
• five complimentary registrations
• pull-up sign displayed in the Gathering Space (to be 

provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels

Cloudberries, also called bakeapple berries, are typically 
found in the alpine and arctic tundra regions in boggy, 
peaty areas. They get that name because they taste 
somewhat like baked apples . The tasty berries are frozen 
and eaten throughout the winter. Inuit peoples make an 
ice cream-like dish by beating the frozen berries with seal 
oil and caribou tallow.x

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• logo displayed in program and HOSW promotional 
material

• half page advertisement in program
• recognition of Cloudberries Sponsors on HOSW and 

FNHA social media channels (#HOSW) 

During

• formal acknowledgement as an HOSW Sponsor during 
the opening and closing sessions

• one social media post recognizing sponsorship on 
opening and closing day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

• logo recognition of featured on digital signage inside 
Vancouver Convention Centre

• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• shared table for four people at dinner on September 11
• four complimentary registrations
• pull-up sign displayed in the Gathering Space (to be 

provided by sponsor)
• exhibition booth in the Gathering Space

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels
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WILD ROSE SPONSOR 
$30,000

MAPLE SPONSOR 
$15,000

The wild rose grows up to 1.5 metres tall and has stems 
covered in short, hard prickles. It has a large pink single 
flower with a strong sweet smell. The flowers ripen into 
red oval “hips” that stay on the bush all winter long. The 
fleshy part of the hips are very high in vitamin C and can 
be eaten. The petals are used for tea and the soft part 
(cambium) of the roots is scraped off and soaked to make 
ointment. The wood of the plant can be used to make 
arrows.xi 

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink

• recognition of sponsor in program 
• one quarter page advertisement in the program
• link from FNHA social media channels to HOSW page 

recognizing sponsors

During

• shared table for four people at dinner on September 11
• pull-up sign displayed in the Gathering Space (to be 

provided by sponsor)
• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• three complimentary registrations

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels

There are ten maple species that are native to Canada. 
Perhaps the best known is sugar maple of eastern Canada. 
The Canadian flag displays a stylized maple leaf and maple 
is Canada’s official arboreal emblem. Maples are well 
known to Indigenous people in Canada. The trees provide 
sap for sugar and syrup; some maples have edible inner 
bark that was formerly eaten fresh or dried, or powdered 
and used as a thickener in soups or an ingredient in 
breads.

Maples yield wood used by Indigenous peoples for many 
purposes – from basketry to fish traps, snowshoes, bows, 
spear handles, paddles and spindle whorls. The fibrous 
inner bark of maples can be turned into baskets, ropes 
and even clothing, and the large leaves turned into 
surfaces for placing food. Maples have also been used 
medicinally to treat various ailments. 

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink

• recognition of Sponsor in program 
• one quarter page advertisement in the program
• link from FNHA social media channels to HOSW page 

recognizing sponsors

During

• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• two complimentary registrations

After

• recognition plaque with sponsorship level 
• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels
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SWEETGRASS SPONSOR 
$10,000

EASTERN WHITE PINE SPONSOR 
$5,000

Sweetgrass is a fragrant grass with long, satiny leaves 
and is well known to many Indigenous people in Canada 
and the United States as a material for baskets, as well 
as a scent, medicine and smudge. As a widely used and 
revered sacred plant, sweetgrass is still harvested today 
and continues to play an important role in Indigenous 
cultures.xiii

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• recognition of sponsors in program
• link from FNHA social media channels to HOSW page 

recognizing sponsors

During

• logo displayed on shared sponsors promotional wall
• one complimentary registration

After

• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 
social media channels

Eastern white pine is a large pine tree with long soft 
needles native to eastern Canada. It is known as the “Tree 
of Peace” to the Indigenous people in the region. The white 
pine needles can be brewed for tea. The resin is high in 
antimicrobials propertiesxiv and is mixed with beeswax 
to seal canoes.

BENEFITS

Lead up

• logo displayed on the HOSW website sponsor page 
with hyperlink 

• recognition of sponsors in program
• link from FNHA social media channels to HOSW page 

recognizing sponsors

During

• logo displayed on shared sponsor’s promotional wall

After

• thank you acknowledgement on HOSW and FNHA 
social media channels

23 24



SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS AT A GLANCE

RECOGNITION CLOUDBERRIES 
$45,000

WILD ROSE 
$30,000

MAPLE 
$15,000

SWEETGRASS 
$10,000 

WHITE PINE 
$5,000 

Leading Up To

Logo displayed on the HOSW 

website with hyperlink
x x x x x

Advertisement in the program ½ Page ¼ page ¼ page

Logo displayed in program and 

HOSW promotional material
x

Recognition of Sponsor 

in Program 
x x x x

Recognition on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels (using 

hashtag #HOSW)

Link from FNHA Social Media 

channels to HOSW Page recognizing 

Sponsors

x x x x

During

Formal acknowledgement as an 

HOSW Sponsor during the opening 

and closing sessions

x

Social Media post recognizing 

sponsorship on opening and closing 

day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

1

Social Post and engagement with 

Sponsor-Generated post per day 

(Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

Logo featured on digital signage 

inside VCC
x

Complimentary tickets to Dinner of 

September 11

A Shared table 

(4 seats)

A Shared table 

(4 seats)

Logo displayed on Shared Sponsors 

Promotional Wall
x x x x x

Complimentary registrations 4 3 2 1 x

Pull-up sign displayed during 

the gathering (to be provided by 

sponsor)

One in Gathering 

Place

One in Gathering 

Place

Exhibition Booth in the Gathering 

Place
x

Post

Plaque with Sponsorship Level x x x

Thank you acknowledgement on 

FNHA and HOSW Social media 

channels

x x x x x

RECOGNITION BIRCH 
$150,000+

CEDAR 
$125,000

SOOPOLALLIE 
$100,000

SAGE 
$75,000 

BALSAM FIR 
$60,000 

Leading Up To

Logo displayed on the HOSW 

website with hyperlink
x x x x x

Advertisement in the program
Full Page with option 

of front or back
Full Page ¾ Page ¾ Page ½ Page

Logo displayed in program and 

HOSW promotional material
x x x x x

Recognition of Sponsor  

in Program 

Recognition on HOSW and FNHA 

social media channels (using 

hashtag #HOSW)

x x x x x

Link from FNHA Social Media 

channels to HOSW Page recognizing 

Sponsors

During

Formal acknowledgement as an 

HOSW Sponsor during the opening 

and closing sessions

x x x x x

Social Media post recognizing 

sponsorship on opening and closing 

day (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

1 1 1 1 1

Social Post and engagement with 

Sponsor-Generated post per day 

(Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)

1 1 1 1

Logo featured on digital signage 

inside VCC
x x x x x

Complimentary tickets to Dinner of 

September 11

A Table of 8 and a 

Host Representative

A Table of 8 and a 

Host Representative

A Table of 8 and a 

Host Representative
A Table of 8 A Table of 8

Logo displayed on Shared Sponsors 

Promotional Wall
x x x x x

Complimentary registrations 10 8 7 6 5

Pull-up sign displayed during 

the gathering (to be provided by 

sponsor)

One in main 

plenary room, one in 

Gathering Place

One in main 

plenary room, one in 

Gathering Place

One in main 

plenary room, one in 

Gathering Place

One in 

Gathering Place

One in 

Gathering Place

Exhibition Booth in the Gathering 

Place
x x x x x

Post

Plaque with Sponsorship Level x x x x x

Thank you acknowledgement on 

FNHA and HOSW Social media 

channels

x x x x x
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ABOUT THE IICHOSW
The IICHOSW is the governance body that provides 
support, guidance and advice to the Hosts of HOSW 

– The Ninth Gathering.

Members include:

Vision Keeper 
Maggie Hodgson (Canada)

Chair 
Rod Jeffries (Canada)

Secretariat 
Allan Benson (Canada)

Directors 
Barry Bublitz (Aotearoa/New Zealand) 
JoAnn Kauffman (USA) 
Sheri Daniels (Hawai’i)  
Shane Houston (Australia)

The Global Vision of the IICHOSW is to ensure the 
voices of Indigenous peoples worldwide have the 
opportunity to convene every four years to share 
their stories of wellness and endurance. This allows 
us to celebrate our totality within an ever changing 
environment.

The IICHOSW join the hosts of The Ninth Gathering 
and invite our Indigenous communities worldwide 
to come and listen, share and enjoy the stories and 
experiences of the Indigenous people of BC and 
Canada.

HOSW GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE
The mandate of the Governance Committee is to oversee and advise on the development 
and implementation of the Gathering business plan, including oversight of the Gathering.

• Colleen (Marion) Erickson, FNHA Board, Governance Committee Chair
• Richard Jock, FNHA CEO, Honorary Chair
• Helen Joe, FNHA Board
• Wade Grant, FNHC Member
• Wayne Christian, FNHC Member
• Keith Marshall, FNHDA Board
• Terrie Davidson, FNHDA Board
• Rod Jeffries, IICHOSW Chair
• Allen Benson, IICHOSW Member
• Cliff Atleo, Knowledge Keeper
• Maggie Hodgson, Knowledge Keeper
• Sonia Isaac-Mann, HOSW Coordination Committee Chair
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CO-HOSTS

The FNHA is the health and wellness partner to more than 
200 diverse First Nations communities and citizens across 
BC.

In 2013, the FNHA began a new era in BC First Nations 
health governance and health care delivery by taking 
responsibility for the programs and services formerly 
delivered by Health Canada. Since then, the FNHA has 
been working to address service gaps through new 
partnerships, closer collaboration, health systems 
innovation, reform and redesign of health programs and 
services for individuals, families, communities and Nations.

The FNHA is also a champion of culturally safe practices 
throughout the broader health care system. Taking a 
leadership role, the FNHA actively works with its health 
partners to embed cultural safety and humility into health 
service delivery and improve health outcomes for First 
Nations people.

The FNHA’s community-based services are largely focused 
on health promotion and disease prevention and include:

• primary health care through more than 130 medical 
health centres and nursing stations

• children, youth and maternal health
• mental health and wellness
• communicable disease control
• environmental health and research
• health benefits
• e-health and telehealth
• health and wellness planning
• health infrastructure and human resources

For more information, please visit FNHA.ca.

The FNHC is one of four pillars of the First Nations Health 
Governance Structure in BC, along with its partners at the 
FNHA, the FNHDA and the Tripartite Committee on First 
Nations Health, including the BC and federal governments. 
Its advocacy journey began in the early 2000s, including 
the 2007 signing of the Transformative Change Accord to 
address health disparities between First Nations people 
and other BC residents. The FNHC’s mandate is to oversee 
transformation of the health system, make progress on 
the Social Determinants for Health and advocate for First 
Nations decision-making in health and wellness. The 
FNHC provides political leadership for implementation of 
Tripartite commitments and supports the health priorities 
for BC First Nations. For information, visit FNHC.ca.

The FNHDA is one of four pillars of the BC First Nations 
Health Governance Structure in BC, along with its partners 
at the FNHA, the FNHC and the Tripartite Committee 
on First Nations Health, including the BC and federal 
governments. The FNHDA was created in 2010 by and for 
Health Directors who manage a range of programs and 
services in First Nations communities in BC. The FNHDA 
is building a better health system from the ground up by 
promoting culturally strong, experienced, professionally 
trained First Nations Health Directors; providing technical 
advice on research, policy, program planning and design; 
and supporting the implementation of community Health 
Plans. For information, visit FNHDA.ca.

i. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/
plants-native-uses

ii. https://treecanada.ca/resources/canadas-arboreal-
emblems/white-birch/

iii. https://www.adkinsarboretum.org/programs_events/ipp/
river-birch.html

iv. https://creehealth.org/fr/node/1000507

v. https://bcfoodhistory.ca/buffaloberry-canada-super-fruit/

vi. https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/aboriginal-sacred-plants-sage

vii. Balsam fir | ontario.ca
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